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Huxley, Aldous The Devils Loudun 
Harper. Oct. 1952. 340p. $4.00. 


The Devils Loudun, Aldous Huxley takes ex- 
cursion into obscure and overgrown byway history. 
Some three centuries ago there was famous, in- 
famous, case dubious diabolical possession; involved 
the affair were: whole convent Ursuline Sisters 
who were the victims either possession hysteria; 
several priests who acted exorcists and, Huxley’s 
opinion, agitators; the curé the town who was ac- 
cused sorcery and burned the stake; the Jesuit 
Jean-Joseph Surin, always controversial figure; and, 
remotely but effectually, Cardinal Richelieu. The story 
not pretty one—in fact, Huxley’s interpretation 
the apparently abundant documentary evidence, the 
only relieving brightness the dark picture the 
conversion the curé and the essential sanctity 
Father Surin. 


According this reconstruction, Urbain Grandier, when 
took over his charge Loudun, was handsome, 
brilliant, eloquent, but not very holy man. preached 
well and made many friends, but also made some 
enemies, not least whom was the trusting father 
girl whom the priest callously led illegitimate mother- 
hood and social destruction. the town there was 
convent Ursulines, presided over neurotic, hypo- 
critical superior. She became enamored the priest 
from afar, and finding way winning his favor she 
became bitterly hostile him, even the point where 
hostility became obsession. She began, both waking 
and sleeping, have erotic dreams which the curé 
was the principal actor. 
ters, these dreams soon had the effect disturbing the 
whole convent; mass hysteria resulted. were 
called in; public exorcisms were held, involving hideous 
indecencies the part the nuns; the enemies 
the curé were presented with grand opportunity and 
was accused sorcery. Since had antagonized 
not only the powerful figures the town but also 
Richelieu and Richelieu’s agent, Laubardemont, 
Grandier was foredoomed. suffered the horrors 
the “question” and died the stake. 


After Grandier’s death, Jesuit, Father Surin, was 
called exorcist and suffered the belief that was, 
turn, possessed. The remaining years his life were 
years mental and physical torture. The superior 
the convent, however, was ultimately cured and had 
her instinct for self-dramatization satisfied the curi- 
she aroused and the attention she received. 
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The narrative full one—too full, perhaps; while 
accusing the exorcists indecency allowing the 
public witness the lewd gamboling indulged 
the afflicted sisters, the author has hesitancy nar- 
rating these same actions—and not just peg for 
Huxley’s philosophizing. Yet, though capable stand- 
ing alone, the story abundantly filled out the 
author’s lucubrations. the first thirty pages, for 
instance, almost every sentence fact launches para- 
graph ratiocination and all the author’s marvelous 
verbal skill insufficient disguise the fact that 
talking platitudes. Later grows more profound 
and has some things say that are not only fresh but 
keenly perceptive. Unfortunately, writes the 
same vigorous fashion whether talking profound 
truth making utterly unwarranted illation. 


difficult say just who will like this book through- 
out. Among those who share Huxley’s rather common 
dogmatic preconceptions, only his most devoted fol- 
lowers will enjoy his appreciation the preternatural. 
The orthodox will mightily displeased his bland 
misinterpretation the mystery the Trinity, mis- 
interpretation which may due false syncretism 
but which also may, least part, due bril- 
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152 Huxley Steinbeck 


liant man’s sophomoric desire shock good Christians. 
the origin the doctrine the Trinity, his error 
seems imply not only misinterpretation but also 
ignorance fact. Sad say, the plainly prurient will 
enjoy much the book, but they will probably lose 
sight the author when enters one his mazes 
thought and allusion. 


the clear picture the priest who committed many 
sins—and they are portrayed sins—but innocent 
the crime for which dies terrible death, Huxley 
shows great sympathy and understanding. dealing 
with Surin, however, is, for all his genius, out his 
depth. does times pick out brilliantly the partial 
truths, but the whole picture seems beyond his 
power. 


Huxley would have sounded more like 
historian were less apodictic some his judg- 
ments. For though makes out good case for the 
origin hysteria most the phenomena observed 
Loudun, does not succeed excluding entirely 
all diabolical intervention. passes over much too 
hastily some the external phenomena over which the 
superior had control. also quite dogmatic 
assigning the most malicious motives the enemies 
Grandier—one wonders how much this motivation 
vindicated reliable sources. Then, too, the out- 
set, Huxley weakens the reader’s confidence citing, 
his chief authorities for conditions 
Church, Pierre Bayle and Lea. wrong 
judging the motives behind Jesuit moral doctrine and 
wrong his description the Church doctrine 
eternal punishment. handling the documents 
the Loudun affair, however, shows care and, 
should expect, great ability both student and 
writer. remains true, though, that the best way 
form judgment his accuracy would secure 
and peruse all the documents, venture that has little 
appeal. The Devils Loudun has enough theological 
error preclude its being recommended any reader. 


William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Steinbeck, John East Eden 


Viking. Sept. 19, 1952. 608p. $4.50. 

East Eden suffers largely from plethora material 
and lack direction. Lost amid vast and awesome 
panorama, Steinbeck has tried grasp many details 
that the picture offers becomes ununified clutter 
rather than patterned whole. himself says, 
“There much tell about the Western country 
that day that hard know where start. One 
thing sets off hundred others.” man chasing off 
six directions once makes poor teacher. 


The basic story kind saga the Trask family 
through four generations. This stretches from Con- 
necticut farm California, and from the Civil War 
the first World War. The marriage that occasions the 
migration leads the sensational career heroine 
who dominates the center the book. the Salinas 
Valley these elements join the story Steinbeck’s own 
ancestors, the Hamiltons, whose inclusion tries des- 
perately justify making social history the 
West. Intermingled are recurrent efforts philoso- 


Best 


phizing and prose poetry deliberately unreal style 
that adds the general incongruity. Finally, title, 
characters, imitation Biblical situations, and occa- 
sional moralizing all too obviously show, the book tries 
parable interpreting the problem evil; but 
with such guidance shall all fall into the pit. 


Before his marriage, Adam Trask’s life has included 
luetic father crazed about things military, consump- 
tive and browbeaten mother, brother Charles who 
hates him proper Cain-Abel fashion, and fruitless 
career the Army. Then one day, after they have 
inherited their father’s politically acquired fortune, the 
brothers find Cathy their doorstep. She has been 
beaten almost death the operator chain 
bawdy houses who first hired her, then patronized her, 
and finally discovered her duplicity. 

Gullible Adams marries her, takes her California 
ranch, and spends nine blind months awaiting her child 
before discovers her the most incredible mon- 
ster ever conceived modern fiction. career 
this point has included the killing both her parents, 
prostitution, adultery with Charles after drugging Adam 
their wedding night, and attempted abortion. After 
the birth twins, she suggests they dropped the 
well, shoots Adam when attempts stop her, and 
then joins the most elaborate brothel Salinas. There 
she eventually poisons the madam, and with the 
weapons drug addiction and blackmail establishes 
herself owner house that specializes abnor- 
malties and perversions. Steinbeck seems feel glee- 
fully naughty relating this unpleasant content. The 
miasma becomes noisome that one welcomes escape 
even though has Cathy’s suicide. 


the ranch, meantime, Adam slowly recovers from 
the shock with the help some good friends: Samuel 
and Liza Hamilton, his neighbors; Aaron and Caleb, 
his sons; and Lee, his philosophic Chinese cook who 
also mother the children. The twins come dan- 
gerously close developing into another 
motif but rise above perfidy the assertion un- 
expected and surely uninherited will power. Adam 
dies paralytic stroke; Aaron killed the war; 
and Caleb wins happy love with Abra Hamilton. 


least six other stories and several dozens char- 
acters are ignored this simplification, but the general 
import the whole tied together Lee, who 
made the instrument pounding Steinbeck’s moral 
into the ground. extravagant device, Lee 
comes exegete who elaborately interprets passage 
Genesis tell what the whole array means: that 
every man has within him the power rise nobility 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
The Silver Chalice Costain Aug. 
The Caine Mutiny (IIb) Wouk Apr. 
The Old Man and the Sea (Ila) Hemingway Sept. 
East Eden (IIb) Steinbeck Oct. 
The Houses Between (Ila) Spring May 
Matador Conrad June 
The Far Country (Ila) Shaute 
The Gown Glory (Ila) Turnbull Mar. 
Don Camillo and His Flock (1) Guareschi Sept. 
The Distant Shore (IIb) Hartog Sept. 
The Sea Around (I) Carson Sept. 
The Memoirs Herbert Hoover (Ila) Hoover Oct. 
The Diary Young Girl Frank July 
The Great Enterprise (IIb) Overstreet 


The lesson itself good, but one wishes that the nature 
evil and virtue were more correctly viewed and 
shown. Cathy, monstrosity fantastic any char- 
acter with mutant genes out pulp science fiction, 
sideshow figure rather than human being uni- 
versalized conception. Masochism, sex orgies, murder, 
drunkenness, and such sensational extremes are evil, 
true, but they not serve well typifying evil 
the every-day life man. Similarly, Adam too close 
being stupid and Caleb too juvenile provide ade- 
quate specimens man’s better exercise volition. 
Like Lee’s favorite drink, ng-ka-py, the concoction 
made largely from rotten apples. Like that potent 
Chinese whisky, too, should not sampled 


juveniles. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


* * * 


Cary, Joyce Prisoner Grace 
Harper. Sept. 18, 1952. $3.00. 


Orville Prescott has written Mr. Cary the New 
York Times: “Surely anyone would admit that there 
are few more accomplished craftsmen fiction now 
work anywhere the world.” The judgment true. 
Skill technique is, like dynamite, 
blind force, whose value depends the use which 
put. Let examine the use Mr. Cary makes 
his talent. 


The story can reduced three characters: the 
the narrative, intelligent, sympathetic woman 
good family (Nina); Jim presented forthright, 
brave, “English” type, physically courageous and honest, 
also good family; Chester presented rising 
young politician, particular family background, 
but extremely clever opportunist, able play 
the emotions individuals crowds the best ad- 
vantage his own ambitions. see that the 
two “good” characters, Jim and Nina, are members 
with “traditions”, and are set off against Chester, 
who essentially “commoner”. The barest outline 
the events this: their teens Jim and Nina are 
attracted and carry affair, encouraged 


Cary Frison-Roche 


Aunt Latter, kind dowager who looks after the 
“family” fortunes; result becomes 
pregnant, but Jim cannot marry hér because 
years the senior ters, the story. has 
encouragement, but suddenly accepted because 
Nina’s condition. Aunt Latter really forces the mar- 
riage through, and Chester knows the truth but blinks 
it. For the next twenty-five years (the time 
roughly from 1900 1925) Chester follows devious 
course Liberal great political heights, becoming 
Minister War during the World War. Nina never 
really loves him, but “nice” him, and seems 
need her, and derive his great magnetism and power 
from his alliance with her. Nina has several children, 
but they are invariably fathered Jim, who turns 
various times and renews his affair with Nina. 


After the War, the Liberal party suddenly turned 
out, and Chester loses public favor. Chester has at- 
tempted accommodate the “true love” Nina 
letting Jim live with her country estate while 
remains London. After his defeat his hold Nina 
grows weaker, and ends finally divorce. This 
leaves Nina free marry Jim, which she does. How- 
ever, Chester insists coming live the country 
house, ostensibly write his memoirs with Nina’s help, 
but actually attack Nina furtively, which does 
again and again, and from which experiences seems 
gain back some his old power and strength. The 
story ends this note: Nina happily married her 
true love, but secretly and pityingly giving Chester 
prevent his complete dissolution. 


The story has the appearance cleverness and pro- 
fundity, but the moral principles are badly confused 
make neither great nor good book. There 
are two possibilities: either the society portrayed here 
badly corrupted one, the author’s view the 
world corrupted. either case the result dis- 
tressing welter hypocrisy, which makes the reader 
very uneasy about human nature seen this au- 
thor. feel that his point view twisted and that 
does not give true picture man. His key 
every situation sex some guise. think may 
fairly call him “pan-sexualist”, new and happily 
contrived name for this type mind, which, the 
field psychology, has merited condemnation from the 
Pope recent weeks. not think would 
wrong apply the same censure works fiction 
displaying the same tendency. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Frison-Roche, Roger The Lost Trail the Sahara 
Prentice-Hall. Sept. 29, 1952. 262p. $2.95. 


For the past century, least, the imagination Europe 
seems have been contentedly thrall the strange 
desert peoples Africa and Arabia. extensive and 
surprisingly valuable literature the subject has de- 
veloped, and when mention Doughty’s Travels 
Arabia Deserts and Lawrence’s Seven Pillars Wis- 
dom, mention only two among least dozen 
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distinguished works. The Lost Trail the Sahara, 
though cast the form novel rather than that 
travel narrative, seems the present reviewer 
fully deserve place next the earlier books. 


Roger Frison-Roche, Savoy Frenchman bith, has 
divided his adult life between Switzerland, where 
served professional Alpinist, and North Africa, 
where has engaged desert exploration. His two 
previous published novels, The Grand Crevasse and 
First the Rope, which achieved critical but great 
commercial success, dealt with mountaineering experi- 
ences. The present novel recounts the adventures 
expedition into the deepest reaches the Sahara. 


The story magnificently told. Beaufort, young 
French army officer, sent into the desert with his 
men, nominally furnish company and protection for 
Lignac, geologist, but actually trail native who 
suspected the murder French official. But the 
murderer largely forgotten the struggle between the 
men and the desert, which they come regard almost 
living thing. They move many kilometers over 
terrain apparently unknown even the Touareg na- 
tives, and are winning their fight. But the murderer 
whom they cannot find, finds their supply train and 
destroys it. And they appear doomed. 


this bitterly ironic moment that Lignac finds unmis- 
takeable evidence that they have been traveling 
caravan trail that was use the time Solomon. 
one will know what they have found, but they both 
resolve move still further into the unknown: 
Lignac, for knowledge, and Beaufort, because 


fuses surrender the desert. 


Frison-Roche super this spare, 
severe story line able build immense, almost 
unendurable suspense. And into this story has in- 
corporated very considerable learning the customs 
and history the centrai desert; but the learning 
never extraneous, always integral. the story moves 
along, his leading characters develop into figures 
great, almost symbolic, dignity, and the reader feels 
that the narrative occurring two levels, rather 
than one, and that the higher level spiritual 


lesson. 
Herzer, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Davidson, Louis and Doherty, Eddie 
Captain Marooner 
Crowell. Sept. 22, 1952. 368p. $3.95. 


December, 1822, the American whaler, Globe, de- 
parted from Edgartown, Martha’s Vineyard, voy- 
age the Pacific. Months later, the vast reaches 
that ocean, several the crew, beaten down bar- 
barous master, rebelled and killed the captain and his 
mates. The mutineers took the ship island 
the Marshalls where they and several the innocent 
and indifferent remained; handful others brought 
the whaler back Valparaiso, Chile, where the in- 
vestigation the consul brought about order 
for the Naval vessel Dolphin search for the criminals 
and bring them home stand trial. the time 
Dolphin reached the islands the actual mutineers had 


Davidson Philpot 


Best SELLERs 


died violently. One among the survivors was actually 
tried Boston 1827, but was acquitted. 


This bare, true account, the authors, attorney and 
journalist, have worked into excellent novel. 
search into the old records has given them the material. 
Expert characterization, brisk, vivid style, and atti- 
tude romantic realism superadded the facts pro- 
duce volume well worth reading. 


And this not merely routine job recreation that 
they have done. The criminals are not all evil; those 
within the law are not all heroic. The tendency 
exaggerate has been well kept check bring about 
rounded human beings whose actions are thoroughly 
credible. economy keeps the story moving 
swiftly. The attorney’s background has, doubt, in- 
sured that the trial which closes the episode vivid 
and real. The whaling and the sailing are all authentic. 


Beyond these virtues, the authors indicate real in- 
terest morality, human frailties and strengths, and 
justice. would hard imagine novel more 
commendable the general reader. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Philpot, Oliver 
Dutton. Oct. 448p. $4.50. 


Stolen Journey account British flyer escaping 
from German prison camp World War II. The 
flyer, Oliver Philpot, was shot down over the North 
Sea the month December, 1941. was picked 
German patrol boat, hospitalized and assigned 
the Nazi air-crew transit camp, Dulag Luft. After 
short stay Dulag Luft, Philpot was transferred 
Castle and from there Sagon-Stalag 


Most the book centers around Stalag Luft III and 
pictures the consistent efforts British prisoners 
tunnel their way under the barbed wire freedom— 
temporary though may be. Plans for decoying guards, 
camp ferrets and goons are presented detail until the 
master escape plan Codner and Williams brought 
barrack escape officer Philpot. The Trojan Horse 
plot consists prisoners jumping over wooden horse, 
while member the escape committee digs tunnel. 
The plot ingenious and success seems eminent the 
camp co-operates supplying passports, compass, maps 
and even complete wardrobe. The three escape from 
the camp and flee different directions. All three 
get away safely but since the book Philpot’s his 
escape that receives prominence. Dressed Nor- 
wegian takes train Frankfort. From there 
reaches Danzig, asks sanctuary the Swedish vessel 
Aralizz and finally conveyed neutral territory. 


Stolen Journey 


This wartime account reveals the reader the humor 
and monotony German prison camp. 
example loyal British officer trying tie 
enemy personnel prisoner war’s obligation. The 
book all times exciting and should for once and 
for all kill any future escape Trojan horse. 


Frank Brown, 
University Scranton 
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Island Priest 


Queffelec, Henri 
Sept. 12, 1952. 


Translated James Whitall. 
248p. $3.00. 

During the past twenty-five years, the priest has made 
his appearance the field French literature. This 
book, psychological subtlety coupled with intense 
spiritual feeling, analyses the problems and the inner 
feelings layman who plays the role priest, 
the island Sein, off the coast Brittany, after the 
last priest left the island. 


Thomas Gourvernec had known the priests Sein, in- 
dividuals who were sea sick whenever they stepped 
aboard boat, who often went the mainland where 
they remained five six days, who were more inter- 
ested their own comfort than the spiritual welfare 
the islanders. For the past ten years, the sacris- 
tan, had been closely associated with the last priest 
whom upon his departure had said: “Monsieur 
Curé, you not know these people.” The answer, 
true one, “That true friend, not know 


Dutton. 


Truly there were visible signs that marked Thomas 
for the occupation priest. But the former priests’ 
gestures haunted him such extent that times, 
locking himself the church, would indulge 
solitary seance imitation. From these early me- 
chanical gestures combined with the desire and the 
wishes the islanders there grew within him deep 
realization the real meaning the priesthood, name- 
the uplifting the souls their Maker. did 
everything avoid the position which had been cast 
upon him. was very well know how say Mass, 
but was “fisherman and not priest”. had 
loved girl but with his new responsibilities 
her fault that she loved Thomas Gourvernec?” 
accepted the task which had been imposed upon him. 
was going serve the people Sein that when 
the new priest came would glad that their 
life had not been suspended”. The fisher- 
men themselves shifted him their “obligation love 
God and bring His mercy the island”. Truly the 
island was not Christian, was tiny parish with 
people who wrecked ships, and maltreated sailors. But 
Thomas did his best bring them close God. Years 
elapsed during which time tried have the Bishop 
Quimper send real priest, priest God, 
that might return his duties fisherman and 
sacristan. The bishop had other plans. Thomas was 
brought the seminary; however, did not pass his 
examinations, and returned the island. 
knowing the good work that had done, Monseigneur 
changed his mind, “he would ordain Thomas soon 
could the cathedral Quimper”. thus 
would able officiate and the islanders shouted 
“the Deum more loudly than ever”. 


good book, unusual one which should read 
above all members the clergy. shows how 
layman, simple uneducated man, because his love 
for his fellow men, understood them and thus could 
bring them God. knew them, lived with 
them, loved them. That was the reason that 
succeeded bringing back the island God. 


This book has been put the movies. Its French title 
was “Dieu besoin des hommes” with Pierre Fresnay 


Queffelec Hoover 155 


Thomas. this country the title was changed 
Sinners”. The films, which had the appro- 
bation the French hierarchy, had much success 
France and wherever played this country. 


The translation excellent. The book, simple yet 
dramatic, makes the reader feel the absolute need 
devoted clergy, one that will understand the laity 
and will sacrifice all for souls. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Hoover, Herbert 
The Memoirs Herbert Hoover: The Great 
Depression, 1929-1941 

Macmillan. Sept. 1952. 485p. $5.00. 
The Depression the third and final volume 
former President Hoover’s Memoirs. these pages 
Mr. Hoover repeats the thesis stated often when 
was the White House twenty years ago—that the 
Great Depression was primarily European origin and 
that “our domestic difficulties standing alone would 
have produced more than the usual type eco- 
nomic readjustment which had re-occurred intervals 
our history”. While undeniably true that Euro- 
pean economic developments the period 1929-1932 
played part—and very important part—in the 
American economic crisis, one feels that Mr. Hoover 
exaggerates their effect and correspondingly minimizes 
the domestic origins the American collapse. While 
attacks the easy credit policies the Federal Re- 
serve System and sharply criticizes the excesses stock 
market speculation the late 1920’s, ignores some 
the more fundamental factors the depression— 

cnopoly, high prices the heavy goods industries, 
high building costs, the low purchasing power the 
farmer, and the adverse pull the economy whole 
such depressed industries coal and shoe-making, 
for example. 


Whether not one agrees with Mr. Hoover’s diagnosis 
the causes the depression, one must recognize that 
did more than any other previous President 
American history cushion the effects depression. 
instituted expanded Federal public works pro- 
gram, co-ordinated widespread relief activities, and 
secured the creation the Reconstruction Finance Cor- 
poration. his initiative Congress granted additional 
credit the Federal Land Banks, set the Federal 
Home Loan Banks and attempted maintain farm 
prices through the operations the Federal Farm 
Board. The former President writes these matters 
and series lesser efforts mitigate the impact 
the depression. His efforts ought bury for all time 
the legend that was “do-nothing” President. The 
question still remains, however, whether view the 
serious maladjustments the American and world 
economies, his many endeavors were sufficient. Hoover 
points the business revival which occurred the 
last half 1932 and his contention that this would 
have been permanent development had Roosevelt not 
undermined business confidence his campaign state- 
ments and his refusal co-operate with the Presi- 
dent the period between the election November, 
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1932 and March 1933. Over the years this thesis 
has called forth much support and much doubt. This 
reviewer inclined place himself the camp 
the doubters. 


every Presidential contest the Democrats and Re- 
publican campaigns are marred distortions and out- 
right falsehoods. The Democratic campaign 1932 
was exception this rule. some one hundred 
and thirty pages, Mr. Hoover dissects some the more 
outrageous Democratic statements and makes the most 
the opportunities offered him the Roosevelt “Brain 
Trust”. concludes his Great Depression with 
survey the New Deal years, 1933-1940. the 
Roosevelt measures, Hoover approves the banking 
reform bill, the extension the authority the Fed- 
eral Power Commission, the creation the Federal 
Securities Commission, the passage the Fair Labor 
Standards Act and the general objectives the Social 
Security Act. directs his critical comments the 
N.R.A., the A.A.A. programs, the New Deal monetary 
policy, the Tennessee Valley Authority and Roosevelt’s 
encouragement leftist elements the 


The Great Depression able defense the Hoover 
policies and views and merits serious consideration. 
Together the three volumes the Memoirs constitute 
important and valuable record. 


Richard Grigg, 
Milton 86, Massachusetts 


Killilea, Marie Karen 


Prentice-Hall. Sept. 22, 1952. 314p. $2.95. 

Karen was just year old when the Killileas’ family 
physician gave them the verdict: “Your baby has spastic 
paralysis cerebral palsy.” The blow was all the 
more cruel because Karen’s fight for life—touch and 
from the beginning—had seemed won. Born 
three months premature and weighing under two 
pounds, the tiny morsel scarcely-breathing flesh had 
spent her first eight months the hospital trying 
catch with ordinary size babies. Now the frantic 
search began for the remedy that would make her the 
healthy youngster her sister was. 


For the next two and half years, young Marie and 
Jimmy Killilea visited twenty-three doctors all over the 
country their efforts find cure. Every diagnosis 
agreed: signs intelligence the child, pos- 
sibility developing normal movement, 
stitutionalize and forget her. 


But the twenty-fourth specialist held out encourage- 
ment—not only that Karen could taught sit 
and use her hands, but that eventually she would 
walk, and that there was question about her mental 
alertness. 


Through program tireless therapy then (the Kil- 
lileas’ over-strained budget necessitated their giving the 
treatments themselves, sometimes lasting four hours 
day), and the combination love, science and prayer, 
the miracle was started. Slowly, tortuously, with inex- 
haustible persistence, Karen completed the transforma- 
tion from cripple amazingly 
vidual. Her progress was erratic, and years the 
making, but today she has even mastered writing. 


Killilea Thirkell 


There are few, any, flights fiction that could match 
this true story for courage and deep faith. the Kil- 
lilea home crosses shortly become crutches useful- 
ness, and the book appropriately dedicated 
Blessed 


Besides Karen, Marie and Jimmy are raising two other 
children their own and adopted girl. addition 
coping with expected everyday worries, exceptional 
medical expenses, and Karen’s difficult physical and 
psychological problems, they have weathered the heart- 
ache one baby’s death and have seen their elder 
daughter through sieges rheumatic fever and tuber- 
culosis. 

And all this weren’t enough, Mrs. Killilea has also 
been one the spearheads promoting public educa- 
tion C.P. She helped organize the First National 
Cerebral Palsy Conference, and legislative repre- 
sentative for the New York chapter 1949 succeeded 
prying over million dollars out the state treasury 
for study the disease. 


would the finest tribute Marie Killilea’s work, 
and certainly step toward what she trying accom- 
plish, every reader who comes know Karen would 
pass the book along inform another friend the 
symptoms cerebral palsy, its tragic social conse- 
quences, and the immediate need for research. 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


Thirkell, Angela 
Knopf. Sept. 22, 1952. 307p. $3.50. 


For those who are devotees Angela Thirkell’s Barset- 
shire novels, Happy Return will supply placidly per- 
fect evening’s entertainment. difficult see what 
newcomers will make it. can pick 
book Galsworthy Mazo Roche and plunge 
into their interminable family chronicles without get- 
ting lost route. But Angela Thirkell has not got 
their gift, probably because her chronicles are such very 
small beer. There singularly little depth human- 
ity her work; photographic and phonographic. 
easy see how during the war years people might 
have turned gratefully her pages, faithfully recording 
every triviality these socially secure people Barset- 
shire and carefully excluding every tragic profundity; 
but this time may entitled wonder whether 
they are really alive. Readers the earlier books will 
know that these people are conservative the core, 
invariably speaking the Labour 

They”. The “Happy Return” the like the return 
Winston Churchill and the conservatives power 
the election 1951. The allusions “Them” are 
acrimonious ever, but one two occasions 
going right over the boundaries legitimate humorous 
cattiness and descending into unbelievably bad 
does not speak very well for such people these 
that they base their ungovernable hostility Labour 
entirely two grounds—that their pockets have been 
touched, and, they choose believe, that the mem- 
bers that party belong lower social class! 


Happy Return 


Mrs. Thirkell’s style literate, goes without saying, 
but increasingly irritating with its breathless and con- 
fusing parentheses and its constant use the editorial 
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Genuine Victorianism one the most fas- 
cinating things the world, but this constant pallid 
imitation Anthony Trollope, dragged out through 
our violent century, becoming tiresome. What snobs 
these people are! And there one the book 
tell them so. 

Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College the 

Sacred Heart, 
Purchase, New York 


* * 


Johnson, Alvin Pioneer’s Progress 
Viking. Sept. 25, 1952. 413p. $5.00. 

Dr. Johnson’s autobiography reveals man integrity, 
blessed with lifelong love adventure. His adven- 
tures were the realm mind and spirit. gave 
farm career which would have made him wealthy 
and chose instead the uncertain salary professor. 
started physician, shifted the humanities, 
and ended the field social science. Yet was 
not dilettante, but rather man wide interests and 
keen insights. 


During the course his lifetime, taught many 
colleges and universities. His heart, however, seemed 
with Columbia, which considered the Athens 
America. This did not deter him from founding the 
New School for Social Research and, later, Univer- 
sity Exile for the victims Hitler persecution. 
managed find time work several encyclopedias, 
especially the Encyclopaedia the Social Sciences. 
also devoted himself the work social reform. 


The author has given more than autobiography. 
The book rich with insights into American history 
seen immigrant pioneer. Among the unusual 
observations find the Texan’s generous estimate 
the Negro (p. 190). There also note that Ameri- 
can tolerance not really deep. Persecution for opin- 
ions comes easily here (p. author saw 
through the shallowness Marx time when fel- 
low-traveling was fashionable the universities. 


Catholic readers may interested the writer’s reli- 
gious views. seems agnostic. Yet 
shows signs respect for genuine religion, contrast 
shabby imitations. Dr. Johnson, like his father be- 
fore him, was particularly sympathetic with persecuted 
groups, such Jews and Catholics. the same time, 
seemed know little the intellectual content 
these faiths. 


Pioneer’s Progress will appeal especially historians 
and students the social sciences. But general 
reader will find this gripping story. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Wilson, Mitchell Brother, Enemy 
Little, Brown. Sept. 18, 1952. 372p. $3.75. 

Television did not just happen. Back the twenties, 
when radio was the miracle wonder the world, there 
were inventors young and old, and corporation 
two that pored over the problem the transmission 
images with the transmission sound. 
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Brother, Enemy tells the story Ken and Davy, 
brothers the trail the billion dollar business. This 
the principal theme the tale, the heartbreak, the 
problems, the endless labor, the mad joy that follows 
successful move. 


Against this background highly specialized technics, 
Ken and Davy play out emotional drama psy- 
chiatric undertones. Ken had all the girls. Ken was 
smooth. Ken’s line rarely failed. hour after Davy 
met Vicky, she hardly knew was alive for looking 
Ken. Some years after Ken has tired Vicky, Davy 
and she find each other. Davy should happy, but 
back his mind lurks the fear that Vicky will drop 
him the moment Ken beckons. Ken does make his 
play like perverse child wanting back the ball has 
thrown away, but Vicky has matured and sees through 
him. Best all, she sees through Davy and finally 
helps heal his inward wound. 


Their sister, Margot, enacts slightly more violent love 
with wealthy man named Vollrath. Theirs cat 
and mouse passion, each them alternately playing 
the cat, each them refusing devoured the 
other. Vollrath fears the destruction committing 
himself legitimate love just Margot fears the de- 
struction giving herself not wisely but too often. 
Both them surrender and their love makes them 
whole again. 


Brother, Enemy contains some excellent narra- 
tion. The interplay character and dialogue gives 
inner significance the twofold suspense the action, 
the scientific suspense the invention’s progress and 
the emotional suspense the tangled lives. 


The novel very human thing. Its people experi- 
ence love, compassion, sympathy, courage, fear, all the 
human fundamentals. also reveals striking de- 
gree their fabulous ignorance anything like morality. 
Not that Brother, Enemy immoral the 
forthright sense—no “shocking” pages, “lurid” de- 
scriptions, that simply amoral. These 
good people bear the burden responsibility life, 
the burden freedom, and none them knows what 
means. Perhaps they are symbol our times. 


Recommended for adults. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


FitzGibbon, Constantine Dear Emily 
Simon Schuster. Sept. 24, 1952. 215p. $3.00. 

The sum totality the effect this shallow and pre- 
tentiously sophisticated novella absolute zero. One 
wonders how work its hackneyed structure sprin- 
kled with non-defined characterizations managed get 
published. Perhaps Mr. FitzGibbon, active trans- 
lator many modern European novels, under con- 
tract the publisher and the latter felt obligation 
his employee; perhaps has literary agent 
extraordinary persuasive powers. Whatever the rea- 
son, couldn’t good one. Emily Leyland Piggott, 
nee Stedman, incredibly smooth but ruthless egoist 
who seems have completely deleterious effect 


Behrman Sheehy Camden 


every man with whom she has relations, social other- 
wise. 


series four episodes, each almost complete 
entity itself, the author tells the story her life. 
Sketchily done, they range through violently sexual 
affair with young English officer during weekend 
summer home Connecticut; semi-melodramatic, 
O’Henryish incident with vague and anomalous ex- 
husband who seems have character but great 
deal money; unhappy marriage with character 
who almost caricature Mimi from Boheme. 
Throughout all Emily strides, cool and poised, her 
hauteur unruffled the emotional maelstroms she 
uniquely can create. give the continental flavor 
most the story set Europe, especially Paris. 


novel. can consoled and perhaps inspired 
the news that will definitely far superior this 
effort. impossible conceive that could 
worse. 

John Coppinger, 

Speech and Drama Department, 

University Maryland, 

College Park, Maryland 


Behrman, Duveen 


Random House. 1952. 302p. $3.50. 

The story Joseph Duveen, entrepreneur art with 
capital (and capital him credit), sounds 
fantastic lyric satire age that has just 
ended, age when money-makers search culture 
could and would spend six hundred and twenty thou- 
sand dollars for one picture, Huntington did 
for the Gainsborough “Blue Boy”. And Mr. Behrman, 
with his appreciative eye for the comic and dramatic 
situation, has focussed rather the theatrical aspects 
Duveen’s (Lord Millbank’s) skill middle-man 
between American millions and European (especially 
British) masterpieces, than the character per- 
sonal history his subject. The result tiara 
glittering anecdotes about trading objects art, in- 
cluding some dramatic lawsuits, one which ended 
with Joe Duveen paying the full amount for which 
had been sued, although had won the case. 


The story Duveen appeared six succesive chapters 
(or installments) The New Yorker. Its selection 
the Book-of-the-Month Club guarantees place 
the Best Seller lists. cam recommended all 
readers. Saul Steinberg’s sketches help decorate the 
text, which seems hardly need any decoration, 
replete with plush and gilt and onyx and bright 
canvases. 


Sheehy, Rt. Rev. Maurice Six-O’Clock Mass 
Farrar, Straus Young. Sept. 18, 1952. 190p. $2.75. 


Thornton Wilder, famous novel yesteryear, 
utilized tottering bridge over deep abyss the 
literary device which welded together the life-stories 
group unfortunate travelers who are ultimately 
plunged their death the bridge collapses. Mon- 
signor Sheehy has given another bridge, more sub- 
stantial and danger collapse, stretched across 


Best 


the chasm life from earth Heaven and guaranteed 
lead upward and not down—Holy Mass. selects 
single Mass offered worthy, saintly man, 
hour that early and therefore unattractive to-all save 
few worshippers. The congregation varied. Each 
individual has his own story, yet there intertwin- 
ing their fates which establishes more than prox- 
imity place. One reads the lifetime records the 
pastor, his acolyte, retired ambassador, his military 
friend, musician, negro servant, rugged old Irish- 
man the “church militant” school, his daughter, 
laicized priest, and rich girl with convent leanings. 


Monsignor Sheehy has taken the liturgical structure 
the Mass, with the major significant prayers, and has 
employed the sentiments these pryaers the key- 
notes introduction for each the tales. The whole 
narrative tied together quasi-epilogue centering 
incident sudden death within the church. 


The total effect the book satisfying. One may 
criticize tendency stretch coincidence. There 
also the fault over-condensation. Yet this latter 
fault indirectly proof the fact that the reader 
wants more this good story than the author has 
deigned give him. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Camden, Carroll The Elizabethan 
Elsevier Press. Sept. 1952. 333p. $4.50. 


this book the author has set out present com- 
plete picture the Elizabethan Woman, whom 
considers woman entirely different from her 
medieval counterpart. His conclusions are drawn from 
number sources and the text profusely inter- 
spersed with illustrations. 


Covered this work are such subjects the nature 
the Elizabethan woman, her education, the choice 
wife, marriage customs, domestic relations, recreation, 
use cosmetics, clothing and appurtenances, and cer- 
tain controversies over women. Using original sources, 
the author presents scholarly, well documented and 
sympathetic study much maligned poorly 
interpreted member the human race. 


The Elizabethan man was all intents and purposes 
anti-feminist who sought vent his spleen the 
female his era. She depicted being dim witted, 
perverse, obstinate, witch, wilful, garrulous, vain, 
deceitful, erotic and unstable! Occasional writers de- 
picted her possessing exemplary characteristics and 
worthy love and respect, but these are the 
minority. 


The young girl this period was supposed reared 
her mother and educated mode existence 
which could termed Spartan. She was 
structed religion, good manners, duty parents and 
the care and supervision the household. Many 
writers feared that she were given formal education 
that she would comparable madman with 
sword. Despite this women were given the rudiments 
education, even only help them find suitable 
mate! 
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the matter courtship, men the time were 
warned choose wife carefully, both regards 
wealth and culture. Some also advocated that the 
wife younger than the husband, not only because 
she more likely bear children she young, but 
also because she can taught her husband’s ways 
more easily. 

The marriage contract itself was highly fenced 
numerous legal and religious restrictions, and the cere- 
mony was colorful and gay ritual. 


Cosmetics were freely used these women, who em- 
ployed white lead whiten their faces and necks, 
well barax, sulphur and vinegar. Various dyes were 
used add color cheeks, and lips. Both hair and 
clothing styles were elaborate and varied detail. 


The author, addition writing detailed story 
the Elizabethan female, has given full picture 
the society that day. such, the book should 
interest the historian and social scientist. Un- 
doubtedly, while the woman this period differed 
from her medieval sister, she seems surprisingly like her 
modern day counterpart. 

The teacher English will find generous excerpts from 
the works Shakespeare, Bacon, Donne and Jonson, 
all which are utilized present full picture 
interesting subject. 

The work will interest the general reader 
well the scholar, and constitutes valuable addi- 
tion our knowledge most important period 


history. 
John Baldi, 
Chairman, Department Social 
Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Rampole Place 
$3.50. 


Someone once accused Irving Berlin writing “corny” 


Holt, Isabella 


Bobbs-Merrill. Sept. 10, 1952. 372p. 


music. was meant term opprobrium: his 
lyrics were bathetic and loaded with superficial senti- 
ment; they and his melodies lacked true artistic origi- 
this accusation the composer replied—and 
his numerous popular hits seem have borne him 
nothing wrong with corn, long it’s 
good corn!” 


Miss Holt’s new novel merely corn, pure and simple. 
And it’s somewhat tainted crop. She has tried tell 
the story the Rampole family, financially 
tically affluent the mid-West state Algonquin; the 
time 1906-12. Primarily the story Victor and 
Katie, children Senator Rampole, conniving, influ- 
ence-peddling hypocrite (whose vices seem ro- 
mantically acceptable their creator and who makes 
him her second string hero). first Victor, 
unlikeable and obnoxious adolescent you’re liable 
meet month reading. That reception his 
character not his fault. passing through his 
formative years laboring under the cloud his mother’s 
sudden death during assignation with one her 
husband’s underlings. Until her infidelity excused 
and placidly accepted being “true love”, Victor dis- 
sipates his energies pursuing the socially ineligible Jodie 
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Epps whom realizes loves him when she allows him 
seduce her. But then maybe her politically ambi- 
tious, unscrupulous, nouveau riche father puts her 
clinch desirable union with the first family 
Meridian. Katie, after being ugly duckling, finds 
love with poor but honest musician whom father 
Rampole had once ordered out his house. 


Corny mild word for this sort tripe. Structurally 
right out the 1890’s but ethically it’s modern 
tomorrow, completely lacking any notion objec- 
tive morality. The shame that the authoress pos- 
sesses undeniable talent. Straighten out her perspective 
and she might one day come with something worth- 
while. 

John Coppinger, 

Speech and Drama Department, 

University Maryland, 

College Park, Maryland 


Laredo, Bernardino The Ascent Mount Sion 
Harper. 1952. 275p. $3.50. 


One the lesser-known countrymen and contempo- 
raries St. John the Cross and St. Theresa Avila 
was Bernardino Laredo. Only few facts are 
known with certainty about his life. studied medi- 
cine the University Seville and later wrote two 
books this subject. the age twenty-eight 
entered the Franciscan order and remained there 
lay-brother until his death 1540. 


His main claim theological and literary fame the 
Ascent Mount Sion which gives complete ex- 
planation the contemplative life. follows the 
traditional and classical division: the Purgative, the 
and the Unitive Way. the first part 
draws series spiritual exercises which will 
help arrive true knowledge ourselves and 
correct our defects. Then considers the earthly life 
the Incarnate God and shows how the imitation 
Christ will enable walk with giant strides along 
the road union with God. presupposes that 
many years will ordinarily elapse before the lessons 
the Purgative and Way are thoroughly 
mastered and applied. 


The third and most important part the only one 
which here translated from the Spanish into English. 
According the author the soul has now arrived 
Mount Sion, “the heights quiet contemplation” 
(p. 63). explains why those who have reached this 
state mystical prayer “must put aside all words and 
vocal prayers” (p. 178), though recommends that 
even the loftiest contemplatives will “do well occa- 
sionally abandon interior quiet and then return 
with greater freedom” (p. lays down 
the rules guide determining particular case 
whether contemplation from God merely 
delusion the devil, and reminds that “obedience 
one’s superiors and love one’s fellows must come 
before the quiet contemplation” (p. 250). 


Laredo’s sound principles and systematic arrangement 
helped St. Therese Avila critical moment her 
life, she tells her autobiography, and exercised 
little influence her own writings this same 
subject. This fact alone assures immortality for the 
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Ascent Mount Sion, and makes overlook its liter- 
ary defects: the long and involved sentences and the 
frequent use far-fetched and over-drawn illustrations. 


Allison Peers, the general editor new series 
books called Classics the Contemplative 
Life” has made accurate and readable translation. 
His introduction reveals the long and careful research 
that preceded the English version, and also offers 
impartial judgment Laredo writer and ex- 
ponent the contemplative life. these days with 
the spectre third world war threatening us, with 
the sordid story corruption and graft filling the daily 
newspapers, and with the charges and counter-charges 
rare treat read book contemplation, “the most 
sublime thing this our exile” (p. 257). 


Rev. Stephen McKenna, C.S.S.R., 

Church the Immaculate 
Conception, 

New York, New York 


Green, Martyn Here’s How-de-do 
Norton. Sept. 26, 1952. 283p. $3.75. 


Gilbert and Sullivan, and Martyn Green are almost 
synonymously identical terms anyone interested 
music. For thirty years Green appeared the stages 
the world some the most memorable parts 
created that strange and sardonic combination. Sir 
Joseph Porter Pinafore, the Lord Chancellor 
Ko-Ko The Mikado, Bunthorne Patience, 
Major General Stanley The Pirates Penzance, and 
Box Box and Cox are only few the many major 
roles Martyn Green interpreted during the past gener- 
ation. his life and times with these plays and the 
people has met that has written about this 
superficial but amusing theatrically-done biography. 


That’s what is, theatrical! The matter all surface, 
something seen from the outside, production sprin- 
kled with interesting characters bathed warm-hued 
colors, all glitter and sunshine. There little intrinsic 
profundity; introspective analysis; minimum 
interpretation events. Obviously, much has hap- 
pened with which can fill these pages, but page 
joins the D’oyly Carte Company London and 
sent play the Small Company. From then until 
thirty years and 200 pages have past does little but 
reminisce anecdotally, bringing himself 1951 and 
his departure from the Company. With the obliquely 
humorous touch which only the English seem 
able catch this sort episodic writing, man- 
ages entertain the reader, even the amusement 
lightly cloying its romantic sugarcoat. 


Perhaps that not vice. Having been exposed 
the fantastic and acerbically amiable Gilbert 
and Sullivan for that long period time, possible 
that Mr. Green has absorbed great deal their 
bright make-believe. kind everyone and only 
one two instances does any kind rancorous 
judgment appear the work. Perhaps the happiness 
which claims has been his doing his work has 
filled his cup overflowing and runneth over. De- 
spite this romantic viewpoint the facts his life, 
it’s refreshing know there are spirits like his still 


Green Mauldin Bradley 
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floating around this universe and 
boding. 
John Coppinger, 
Speech and Drama Department, 
University Maryland, 
College Park, Maryland 


Mauldin, Bill Bill Mauldin Korea 


Norton. Sept. 29, 1952. 171p. $2.95. 


There were Willie and Joe. appears that after the 
Second World War Willie returned his family and 
his old routine. The enterprising Joe, however, made 
use his veteran’s rights high school. Gradu- 
ating after five years, Joe was found qualified 
foreign correspondent for newspaper. 


this book (inappropriately titled capitalize the 
author’s reputation, for Mauldin and Joe are not iden- 
tical) have Joe’s letters from the war zone his old 
comrade. Joe makes use his credentials observe 
the new infantryman the frozen mountains; Marine 
Corps engineers performing near-miracles assistance 
the rifleman; aviators and sailors their more and 
less spectacular efforts. close his examination 
the war, Joe covers the truce conference. 


Comparing the new army with the old, Joe has come 
long way from his attitude when himself was the 
line. Admiration for both the men and their planners 
exhibited. Joe speaks well for unification also, with 
some slight reservations the Air Force. The 
“brass” rather more gently treated than one would 
expect although not all the old biting commentary 
lacking. Most Joe’s criticism directed 
the truce conferences and some the political im- 
plications the fighting. 


Not “great” book and scarcely woth the price put 
it, Bill Mauldin Korea still worthwhile reading for 
those home fill the background behind the 
news dispatches. The illustrations the author are 
good his best pictorial content although not 
the same quality his earlier work. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Bradley, Mary Hastings Nice People Poison 
Longsman. Sept. 24, 1952. 216p. $2.50. 


Here pleasant, mildly suspenseful detective tale 
whose characters move “nice” surroundings. Each 
sharply defined and clearly contrasted and, with one 
two exceptions, “nice” person. The plot opens 
when one these, rich young woman who, expecting 
murdered before her child can born, changed 
her will and was promptly removed from the scene 
chloroform AND poison. The rest the action 
concerned with what part, any, her husband—who 
had just been cut out her will; her husband’s secre- 
tary—who was the house the time; her 
escort—who was cynical man-about-town; her neigh- 
bor—who was love with her; her neighbor’s wife— 
who was all these, had with 
the murder. 

The central figure another “nice” young man, 
partner the law firm which advised the unfortunate 
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young woman. His interest and acumen turn the 
guilty party. 

The story not too well plotted. Some the sus- 
penseful situations which promise further develop- 
ments and which succeed scattering suspicion over 
caste characters fizzle out insufficiently ex- 
plained poorly motivated inconsistencies. Nor 
too original, depending for denouement upon the old 
device re-staging the crime reveal the criminal. 
Rather, nice story, about nice people who use 
nice, clean language, with nice love story intimated. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Father The Hell Catholic 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 11, 1952. 155p. $2.00. 


“Father still remains unidentified. Perhaps there 
will day when book from his talented pen will 
warrant tearing aside the veil anonymity. How- 
ever, The Hell Catholic not yet that book. 


the recital Holy Year pilgrimage experience 
young layman who has been, expresses it, 
“hell Catholic”, serving God more from fear hell 
than from the motivation love. His pilgrimage 
miles becomes pilgrimage grace and personal con- 
viction. 

The trip’s elements are given factual detail, and 
there are interesting people and solid conversation met 
the pages the book. way, the conversational 
passages reminds the older reader now ancient 
volume, Adventures Commuter (or Apologetics 
Train), the late Mr. Pallen. 


The Hell Catholic refreshing reading but scarcely 
monumental effect. not suppose was in- 
tended such. may serve lightly catechize 
the modern traveler who has gone journey far from 
the precincts the Baltimore manual. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Weiser, Francis The Christmas Book 
Harcourt, Brace. Sept. 18, 1952. 188p. $3.00. 


Father Francis Weiser, S.J., now American citizen, 
has already charmed and captivated generation 
boys (and girls) with his tales pioneer mis- 
sionaries the American West. His books about 
Smet and others were avidly read the Buben who 
were Buben between wars. His collection stories 
about the celebration Christmas modestly hides 
deal scholarship under easy and readable style 
and gives many refreshing sidelights and hints about 
Christmas joys among the people Austria and 
Czechoslovakia, Germany and Poland; and traces their 
introduction the American shores. The origin 
Mince Pie, the legends Saint Nicholas, the Christmas 
Tree, Nativity Plays, Carols and Hymns, The Christmas 
Crib, and many other bits lore are here gathered 
into small volume that might have been twice 
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long without exhausting the subject. The text 
made more accessible listing reference notes 
and thorough index; and graced drawings 
from the pen Robert Frankenberg. The Christmas 
Book will welcome gift, particularly appropriate 
for Christmas; (and that idea discussed Chapter 
the book). 


Rowan, Carl South Freedom 


Knopf. Aug. 270p. $3.50. 

Carl Rowan the Minneapolis Tribune has given 
excellent balance sheet American race relations, 
telling how far have come and where still must 
go. This survey, made Negro who left the South 
win Navy commission 1943, not exposé 
but factual answer white shipmate’s request that 
instruct people “with big hearts but little knowl- 
edge this thing”. 


Mr. Rowan toured the present day South for series 
newspaper articles, using his earlier civilian and navy 
days, North and South, points comparison. 
Columbia, Tennessee, found that the race riots 
1946 had not been blood shed vain, for the firm 
stand the Negro community had produced be- 
grudging but respectful toleration. Norman, Oklahoma, 
and the University demonstrated the good accom- 
plished the legal activities the N.A.A.C.P. when 
can coupled with student support and the expen- 
sive wastefulness “separate but equal” education. 
Laurel, Mississippi, scene the notorious Willie Mc- 
Gee case, appeared distasteful white and colored 
both, through the propaganda balloon inflated there 
for five years the Communist Party. Charleston, 
South Carolina, the other hand, presented the thrill- 
ing example Judge Waties Waring, who ended 
that state’s white primaries even the cost complete 
social ostracism and personal physical attacks. Crowded 
schools, slums, segregation hotels and restaurants 
the nation’s capitol are directly blamed Congress, 
the President, the Board Trade and “Uncle Tom” 
Negroes who find personal profit the expense 
their race. The double Negro community Atlanta 
given further example where Negro leaders are 
jockeyed into defending segregation because favors 
them. Alcoa, Tennessee, and Birmingham, Alabama, 
made interesting contrast. The former was the new 
industrial South giving the Negroes economic security 
and normal life. The latter, the baliwick the 
segregation expert Police Commissioner Con- 
nor, was the “Capital Jim Crowism America”, 
since the Negroes had been stripped effective politi- 
cal power. This stripping had come about the skul- 
duggery election officials and the apathy the 
Negroes themselves. The acts the Supreme Court 
from 1896 the present are discussed the essential 
recognition segregation, but the matter should 
clarified decision expected this fall. 


single answer what the Negro wants can 
given, but best summarized the word dignity, 
some cases economic, some political, and some social 
and cultural. The difficulty comes mainly the un- 
predictable South, where the white man’s mood and 
spoken word becomes law and leaves the Negro 
doubt what his reception will from even one 
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building another the same city. “The North may 
not always play the rules, and that makes bad 
sport; but the South refuses make any rules which 
Negro) recognized part the game.” 


This welcome addition the literature the Negro 
not pessimistic tone, but the same time not 
glorification the advances already made. para- 
phrase one old man New Orleans, ain’t heaven— 
two things can stop improvement, fake liberals crying 
‘leave alone’ and Negroes fighting their own people”. 
Mr. Rowan has made not only his point but also very 


interesting reading. 
Peter Hogan, 
Epiphany Apostolic College, 
Newburgh, New York 


Forster, Arnold and Epstein, Benjamin 


The Trouble Makers 
Doubleday. May 22, 1952. 317p. $3.50. 


“To the degree that the ideals and the practices 
preach remain unfulfilled our own land, that de- 
gree suffer loss strength our fight for free 
world.” the basis this statement the Anti-De- 
famation League the B’nai B’rith has issued new 
report intolerance America that complements its 
previous report 1950, Measure Freedom (cf. 
Best Sellers, July 15, 1950). Rather than analyzing the 
origin and spread prejudice, this book specifically 
and some detail treats the professional dealers 
prejudice, their methods, and some the incidents 
which have resulted. This done way diagnosis 
that the cure may more readily achieved. The 
professionals are motivated either profit seeking, 
these. The object their hatred may either Jews, 
Negroes Catholics. Usually includes them all for 
unfortunately prejudice, like love, diffusive itself. 


Among the anti-Semite specialists Forrest Sammons 
Huntington, Va. direct-mail propagandist 
great activity), Mrs. Helen Lasell Long Island 
(super-patriot clubwoman type busy Don Quixote 
fighting Jewish “plots”), and Benjamin Freedman, 
editor Common Sense (of Jewish descent, anti- 
Zionist, proponent the Khazar theory that the Jews 
are not Jews, but mongolian tribe world 
domination) receive full investigation. 


Forster 


Catholics have their case histories delineated. 
son Parker, founder the “Protestant 
Washington fight Communism and Catholicism, 
backed his mail-order religion, present fighting 
twelve-count mail fraud and conspiracy indictment, 
and Treasury Department action his income tax, 
Edward James Smythe, the Protestant War Veterans, 
mail-order man with multitude fund raising 
fronts, who considers priests, bishops foreign 
agents, and who also fighting fraud indictments, 
Harvey Springer another mail-order religion man 
but specializes more the Cowboy Preacher whose 
evangelical whipping boy the “Whore Rome”, 
The anti-Negroes are represented Joseph Beauharnais 
Chicago and his White Circle League, Judge George 
Armstrong Natchez, the overly-rich white. 
supremacist seeking endow educational 
Frank Ellison Best Indianapolis, with his 
Africa plan, and Hamilton St. Louis, quon- 
dam lieutenant Gerald Smith. good 
planation also given the network existing among 
the longer established breeders hate such Merwin 
Hart, Joseph Kamp, Allen Zoll, Gerald 
Smith and Robert Williams. Arab mission 
pro-Arab, but those among them who use religious 
hatred and prejudice achieve their legitimate ends 


The techniques the smear, the big lie, mail order 
propaganda and religious coverings are illustrated pro 
fusely throughout the book. The part played 
dice recent political campaigns delineated with 
names and places. The violent harvest hatred such 
the Cicero riots, the dynamitings Florida and the 
Boston anti-Jewish incidents the last few years are 
paraded with their shameful connotations for 
can democracy. 


almanac and biographical dictionary prejudice 
this work recommended for the libraries all those 
interested dealing with minorities. The main 
regret for Catholic readers that Paul Blanchard, 
Bishop Oxnam and the P.O.A. are conspicuous their 
absence. While not great general interest, 
hoped that these reports the Anti-Defamation League 
will continue long they are needed. 


Peter Hogan, 


Epiphany Apostolic College, 
Newburgh, New York 
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